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Subpart A—Scope, Purpose, and
General Definitions

§686.1 Scope and purpose.

The TEACH Grant program awards
grants to students who intend to teach,
to help meet the cost of their postsec-
ondary education. In exchange for the
grant, the student must agree to serve
as a full-time teacher in a high-need
field, in a school serving low-income
students for at least four academic
yvears within eight years of completing
the program of study for which the stu-
dent received the grant. If the student
does not satisfy the service obligation,
the amounts of the TEACH Grants re-
ceived are treated as a Federal Direct
Unsubsidized Stafford Loan (Federal
Direct Unsubsidized Loan) and must be
repaid with interest.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070g, et seq.)

§686.2 Definitions.

(a) Definitions for the following
terms used in this part are in the regu-
lations for Institutional Eligibility
under the Higher Education Act of 1965,
as amended, (HEA) 34 CFR part 600:

Award year

Clock hour

Correspondence course

Credit hour

Eligible institution

Institution of higher education (institution)
Regular student

Secretary

State

Title IV, HEA program

(b) Definitions for the following
terms used in this part are in subpart A
of the Student Assistance General Pro-
visions, 34 CFR part 668:

Academic year

Enrolled

Expected family contribution (EFC)

Full-time student

Graduate or professional student

Half-time student

HEA

Payment period

Three-quarter-time student

Undergraduate student

William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan (Direct
Loan) Program

§686.2

(c) Definitions for the following
terms used in this part are in 34 CFR
part 77:

Local educational agency (LEA)
State educational agency (SEA)

(d) Other terms used in this part are
defined as follows:

Academic year or its equivalent for ele-
mentary and secondary schools (elemen-
tary or secondary academic year):

(1) One complete school year, or two
complete and consecutive half-years
from different school years, excluding
summer sessions, that generally fall
within a 12-month period.

(2) If a school has a year-round pro-
gram of instruction, the Secretary con-
siders a minimum of nine consecutive
months to be the equivalent of an aca-
demic year.

Agreement to serve (ATS): An agree-
ment under which the individual re-
ceiving a TEACH Grant commits to
meet the service obligation described
in §686.12 and to comply with notifica-
tion and other provisions of the agree-
ment.

Annual award: The maximum TEACH
Grant amount a student would receive
for enrolling as a full-time, three-quar-
ter-time, half-time, or less-than-half-
time student and remaining in that en-
rollment status for a year.

Bilingual education: An educational
program in which two languages are
used to provide content matter instruc-
tion.

Elementary school: A nonprofit insti-
tutional day or residential school, in-
cluding a public elementary charter
school, that provides elementary edu-
cation, as determined under State law.

English  language acquisition: The
process of acquiring English as a sec-
ond language.

Full-time teacher: A teacher who
meets the standard used by a State in
defining full-time employment as a
teacher. For an individual teaching in
more than one school, the determina-
tion of full-time is based on the com-
bination of all qualifying employment.

High-need field: Includes the fol-
lowing:

(1) Bilingual education and English
language acquisition.

(2) Foreign language.

(3) Mathematics.

(4) Reading specialist.
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